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Box No, I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an Invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-17 as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-14 

Drawings, Sheets 
1/10-10/tO 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets^igs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any tabie(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

^* P report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 

had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Clainns 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

Reference is made to tine following document: 

D1: FR-A-1 376 719 (TRANSFORMATIONS DE L ELASTIQUE) 31 October 
1964 (1964-10-31) 



1 Claim 1 - Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

1 .1 Tlie document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying.to this document): . 

A connector for detachably interconnecting a number of strips (1 ,3) each 
having at least one perforation (4), which in at least one mutual connection 
position is flushed with at least one perforation (4') in the other strips (1 ,3), 
the connector comprises at least one pin (10) and at least one ring (6) 
attached to the at least one pin (10), whereby the at least one pin comprises 
a stem (11, 12) connected to the at least one ring (6) and a head (14) at the 
end of the stem (1 1,12), and the at least one pin (10) is engaging the 
flushed perforations (4, 4') in the strips (1 , 3) in the connected state of these 
at the same time as the at least one ring (6) is encompassing the strips (1 , 
3) whereby the strips (1 , 3) are detachably interconnected only by means of 
said at least one pin (10) and at least one ring (6). 

1.2 The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this known connector in that there is a hook 
in place of the ring. 

1 .3 The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (article 33(2) PCT). 
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2 Claim 1 - Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

2.1 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as being as to 
provide a connector capable of connecting a number of strips, in positions where co- 
operating perforations are flush with each other and without needing to first pass a 
length of the strips through an opening in a frame. 

2.2 The solution to the problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered to involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT), because in the available 
prior art it is neither known nor suggested to use hook in place of a ring. 



3 Dependent Claims 

Claims 2 - 14 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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